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The report found that proportionally more 

girls than boys of secondary school-age were 
enrolled at this level. For example, 87 per-
cent of secondary school-age girls were en-
rolled in Bahrain, as against 77 percent of 
secondary school-age boys. In Jordan, 78 per-
cent of girls in this age group were enrolled, 
compared to 73 percent of boys in the same 
category. 

As with primary education, girls also out-
shone the boys in all 13 countries that pro-
vided the relevant data, although the report 
signals that repetition rates at secondary 
level were generally high from both sexes. In 
Algeria, 31 percent of boys repeated com-
pared to 24 percent of girls. In Tunisia, 20 
percent of boys repeated against 17 percent 
of girls. And in Saudi Arabia, 12 percent of 
boys repeated and only six percent of girls. 

Each of the countries involved has at least 
one institution of tertiary education. The re-
port noted that, ‘‘a great many students 
[. . .] go abroad to complete their training,’’ 
either to Europe and North America or in 
other Arab States. 

During the survey year, some five million 
students were enrolled in tertiary courses, of 
home just over two million, or nearly 40 per-
cent, were women. Women’s participation in 
tertiary education was markedly less than 
that of men in Iraq, Djibouti, Morocco and 
the Palestinian Autonomous Territories. 

Social Science, business and law are the 
most favoured subjects, and accounted for 
one third of students in the Palestinian Au-
tonomous Territories. In Saudi Arabia, 50 
percent of tertiary students chose education 
as their field of study, compared to only two 
percent in Morocco and Lebanon. Least fa-
voured subjects were agriculture and serv-
ices. 

According to the report, a large proportion 
of the teaching staff through the region are 
women. They account for three-quarters of 
teachers at pre-primary level and 52 percent 
of primary teachers. Their numbers fall con-
siderably at the territory level: data were 
not available for the survey years, but in 
1998/99, they made up only 25 percent of the 
tertiary teaching force.

The majority of these teachers, according 
to the report, were qualified. The only coun-
try where this was not the case was Lebanon, 
where, for example, only one primary teach-
er in five met national-defined pre-service 
qualification standards. 

Pupil teacher ratios vary greatly through-
out the region, ranging from a low of 12 pri-
mary pupils per teacher in Saudi Arabia to 
45 in Mauritania. The median for the 15 
countries that supplied data is 23 pupils per 
teacher.

Private enrollments are very low in the 
majority of countries, except in Lebanon (66 
percent in primary and 53 percent in sec-
ondary) and the United Arab Emirates (45 
percent and 32 percent, respectively). 

Public spending on education varies great-
ly from country to country. With 9.5 percent 
of its GDP devoted to education, Saudi Ara-
bia is the region’s biggest investor in edu-
cation, followed by Tunisia (7.5 percent). On 
the other hand, the United Arab Emirates, 
Lebanon and Mauritania allocate only two 
to three percent of GDP to education. Per-
centages for the other countries range from 
3.4 percent in the Syrian Arab Republic, to 
almost five percent in Morocco. 

These figures represent a big increase in 
education spending through the region over 
the past four decades. This investment ‘‘has 
paid off’’, states the report: between 1960 and 
1985 the time children spent in school in-
creased by an average two and a half years. 

The report also notes the number of 
women participating in the labour market 
greatly increased over the past 20 years, ‘‘al-
though in general they have lesser-paid jobs 
than do men.’’

Nonethless, it found that one man in three 
and one woman in two was still illiterate in 
the Arab States. Iraq had the highest overall 
illiteracy rate (61 percent) and Jordan the 
lowest (12 percent). The countries where fe-
male illiteracy rates were highest were Iraq 
(77 percent), Yemen (76 percent), Mauritania 
(71 percent) and Morocco (65 percent).
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RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 54 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. CULBERSON) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Eternal is Your mercy, Lord, ever pa-
tient with our human ways. Grant suc-
cess to the work of this Congress. Bless 
the very desire to serve You have 
placed in the hearts of these men and 
women as Members of the House of 
Representatives. 

By representing the interests of the 
people and districts which have sent 
them here, they are lifted beyond self-
interest. In caring for the interests of 
the entire Nation, they are stretched 
to a broader perspective. 

As they dedicate themselves and 
their work together to You, Almighty 
God, they are drawn by Your universal 
love and pervasive justice both now 
and forever. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. PETRI) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. PETRI led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-

nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, May 16, 2003. 
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, Wash-

ington, DC. 
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-

mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
May 16, 2003 at 2:50 p.m.: 

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H. Con. Res. 58. 

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H. Con. Res. 128. 

With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely, 

MARTHA C. MORRISON, 
Deputy Clerk.
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, May 16, 2003. 
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, Wash-

ington, DC. 
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-

mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit sealed en-
velopes received from the White House on 
May 16, 2003, at 12:15 p.m. and said to contain 
messages from the President whereby he sub-
mits a copy of a notice filed earlier with the 
Federal Register, continuing the emergency 
with Burma first declared in Executive Order 
13407 of May 20, 1997, and whereby he submits 
a 6-month periodic report in accordance with 
50 USC 1641(c) and 50 USC 1703(c) on the na-
tional emergency with respect to Burma. 

With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely, 

MARTHA C. MORRISON, 
Deputy Clerk.
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CONTINUATION OF NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO 
BURMA—MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT (H. DOC. NO. 108–72) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, without 
objection, referred to the Committee 
on International Relations and ordered 
to be printed:
To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the 
anniversary date of its declaration, the 
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a 
notice stating that the emergency is to 
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. I have sent the enclosed no-
tice, stating that the Burma emer-
gency is to continue beyond May 20, 
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